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SENATE PANEL VOTES DOWN STRATEGY 
THE SENATE FOREIGN RELATIONS COMMITTEE VOTED 
AGAINST PRE~IDENT BUSH'S NEW PLAN OF ACTION IN IRAQ 
THAT WOULD HAVE SENT MORE THAN 20,000 TROOPS INTO 
l~AQ, ACCORDING TO BLOOMBERG. 
HOW ARD ATHLETICS .HAS NEW WEB HOME 
THE WEB SITE DEDICATED TO HOWARD ATHLETICS HAS UN-
DERGONEA MAKEOVERAND HASA NEW PROFESSIONAL LOOK. 
FIND OUT MORE ABOUT THE TRANSFORMATION IN SPORTS. 
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Svyygert 
Lays 
Out 
.. Future 
BY AYESHA RASCOE 
Editor-in-Chief 
Howard University 
• · PresidentH.PatrickSwygert 
highlighted extensive plans 
for campus improvements 
and denied rumors that 
he would be leaving his 
position in the immediate 
future in an interview with 
The Hilltop. 
Stories had been cir-
culating on campus since 
the beginning of the spring 
·semester that Swygert's 
tenure at Howard was com-
ing to an end. Swygert, who 
has been Howard's presi-
dent since 1995, said he is 
not surprised by the gossip. 
"When you'.ve been 
president any length of 
time, folks are always going 
to look at you like 'he's been 
here more thl\n most and 
how long is he going to be 
here,"' Swygert said. 
Although Swygert 
caution~d t\lat "we're all 
going to have to leave [the 
University] ·eventually," 
he said students need not 
worry about his departure. 
He said Howard is a great 
place and that it is a joy 
to be president o( his alma 
mater. 
Despite the rumors, 
S'"vygei:t said he hopes to 
move forward on several 
major construction projects 
this semester. There are 
plans to begin work on a new 
male residence hall behind 
the Fine Arts Building. The 
dorm is expected to house 
300 male students and 
• would be a replacement for 
Drew Hall. · Swygert Sl\id 
administrators understand 
the. urgency of replacing 
Drew Hall, which has been 
open since the 1960s. 
. In addition to the new 
· male dorm, Swygert said 
· plans should be finalized 
this semester for the con-
struction of a new building 
for the John H. Johnson 
School of Communications. 
The building will be locat-
ed in what is currently a 
parking lot at the corner of 
Bryant and Fourth streets. 
Another large proj-
ect that is in the works is 
a proposed science center, 
apartment building and 
parking garage that will be 
built where the parking lot 
on Georgia Avenue is cur-
rently located, directly in 
front of the Howard Center. 
The construction site will 
extend through the parking 
lot to the comer of Georgia 
Avenue and V Street. 
Swygert said that once 
these plans are approved 
by the Board of Trustees, 
the buildings currently on 
the site will be demolished 
and a tower will be built 
containing 300 apartments, 
500 parking spaces and 
ground level retail busi-
nesses, including a· grocery 
....... , .. ............................ . 
See SWYGERT, A3 
UGSA M.ay Increase Fees for Candidates 
- T)·T'OM Clnn~ • AJ11l. Pbolo t;dilOC" 
The UGSA General Assembly held its first meeting of t he semester last night in the Blackburn Ballroom. Items on the 
agenda Included a proposed Increase In fees for students running for office and spending caps for some elections. . 
. . 
. BY PHILLIP LUCAS 
Copy~ditor 
Committee reports, 
finances and generill student 
elections were on the agenda 
of'this semester's first UGSA 
General Assembl meeting 
last night in the Blackburn 
Ballroom. The Elections 
Committee dominated the 
meeting, discus5i.ng changes 
to the amount of fees future 
candidates would be charged. 
The primary focus of the 
night was the recommenda-
tions to be made for the next 
student elections process. The 
Office of Student Activities 
has mandated that all HUSA 
and Trustee candidates sub-
mit a '$100 good faith deposit 
upon entering elections to 
·ensure that candidates do 
not violate campaign guide-
lines. In past elections, stu-
dents have campaigned and 
violate<\ University guide\inec; 
by posting flyers in improper 
areas or resorting to the use of 
maHcious campaigning tech-
niques. 
Audience members voiced 
their concerns that raising fees 
contradicts the purpose of stu-
dent politics and that future . 
candidates would be forced to 
pay for the mistakes of past 
candidates. Following those 
statements, it was announced 
by Elections Committee rep-
resentatives that the deposit 
would be returned to each 
candidate if no violations 
occur during elections. 
Finances seemed to be 
the theme of the Elections 
Committee's agenda for the 
evening. An additional issLte· 
raised by the committee was 
that the Office of Student 
Accounts recommended the 
filing fee for HUSAand Trustee 
candidates be raised from S50 
for HUSA candidates and $25 
for Trustee candidates to $100 
across the board. This motion 
was rejected by the General 
Assembly after discussing the 
issue. 
The recommendation of a 
$5 filing fee for alf other can-
didates to be used for public-
ity expenses was also rejected 
after lengthy discussion. 
After the additional fees 
and the implementation of 
the good faith deposit were 
discussed, audience members 
express!'!d their concern that 
students with the most money 
would have tpe best chance 
of running for student office 
positions and winning. 
To address that issue, 
proposed spending caps for 
HUSA and Trustee candidates 
were discussed to ensure that 
all candidates would have 
equal consideration for this 
year's elections. No final deci-
sion on spending caps has 
been made as of yet. 
Goals for the Elections 
Committee included making 
the general student elections 
more accessible for students 
on campus. The Committee 
planned to use wi-fi capa-
ble laptops donated by the 
Unlversity for the day instead 
of relying on the possibility 
that students would remem-
ber to use Bison Web to par-
ticipate in the elections pro-
cess. The "voting hotspots" 
would include · the School 
of Business, Douglass Hall, 
Locke Hall and various dor-
mitory lobbies. The additional 
campaign fees outside of the 
good faith mandate were rec~ 
ommended to help with that 
effort. 
Upcoming events cater-
ing to the elections include 
an interest meeting for stu-
dents interested in bec;oming 
UGSA repres~ntatives tonight 
in Douglass Hall room u6 at 
7 p.m. An addi~onal forum 
is being planned for February 
by Kathryn Kelly, the. College 
of Medicine stuc).ent council 
president, to address problems · 
concerning the Student insur~ 
ance plan and the limitations 
tl1at exist within it. The prob-
lems and limitations include 
the issue that contraceptives 
are not covered under the 
insurance plan and that the 
Howard University Hosp ital 
sometimes does not accept 
coverage by the plan. The 
Student Advocacy Committee 
also announced plans to host 
a forum in March dealing 
with student advocacy. The 
next UGSA General Assembly 
meeting is sclieduled for Feb. 
7. 
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Students sat in darkness with minimal light from their cell phones and flashlights ?t Slowe Hall Wednesday night, as they waited for power to be 
restored to the building and the surrounding neighborhood. 
Resident assistants at Slowe said they lost power around 9:15 p.m. 
"We're just waiting," Shanelle Mcintyre, a senior biology major and Slowe Hall resident assistant, said after the building had been without power 
for more than an hour. "They're working on [the problem], but we have no estimated time," she said. 
The power came back on at approximately 11 p.n1. 
A Pepco serviceman working on the 500 block ofV Street, N.W., said that the problem was caused by "a f~ult in the cable." 
·Reporting by Caryn Grant, Sports Editor 
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HUSA Presents ''Blacks in Wax'' in Honor of BHM 
BY TRAVER RIGGINS 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
"Blacks in Wax" 
will debut through the 
Howard University Student 
Association (HUSA) toward 
the end of February to cel-
ebrate Black History Month. 
The exhibit is a wax still 
life 1nuseun1 staged by stu-
dent volunteers to commem-
orate the accomplishments of 
memorable figtires in African 
American history. 
"It is an opportunity to 
celebrate these accomplish-
ments with the surrounding 
community," said Melanie 
Page, a senior English major 
and HUSA co-director of 
External Affairs. , 
The event, scheduled to 
take place on Feb. 23 from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., ... vi.11 be 
free and open to the pub-
lic. Elementary, middle and 
high school students, along 
with members of the District 
community are encouraged 
to attend. 
"The D.C. community 
doesn't take the tim~ out to 
understand our history and 
in D.C., it's right under your 
nose," Yannick Braimbridge, 
a junior civil engineering 
major, said. · 
p FR.0 
SLA E 
.OBJO 
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HUSA Is looking for volunteers to help in the "Blacks In Wax" exhibit which will be 
open to the public to celebrate Black History Month. 
Braimbridge thinks that 
this is a good opportunity 
for the community to gain 
knowledge during this month 
of celebration,. but that peo-
ple should keep black history 
in mind at all times. 
"February shouldn't be 
the only month when w·e as 
a people show an increased 
interest in our own history," 
he said. 
Tour guides will take 
groups of about 20 people 
thro~gh the exhibit in the 
Blackburn Center Ballroom. 
Attendees will be able to 
view and learn about figures 
from all aspects of African 
An1erican history including 
sports, politics, literature, 
music and Howard history. 
"Students and people of 
the community will receive 
a guided tour of the exhibit 
learning facts about the dif-
ferent figures and historical 
and intriguing information," 
Page said. 
Student volunteers will 
' 
act as the still life figures. we would not be here today 
They are responsible for all if it weren't for those [who] 
aspects of representing the went before us," Jam.ison-
figure they choose from cos- Dunn said. 
tu1ne to makeup and props. The unique idea to put 
The student who does the on a wax museum ca1ne to 
best job of representing their Page in hopes of reaching 
chosen figure will receive a people in a new way, 
$100 gift card from HUSA. "I guess one of the main 
All students are welcome reasons is because a lot of 
to participate and can be fig- people don't know what wax 
ures from Maya Angelou to museums are. My intentions 
Malcohn X, or coine up with are to represent the one that 
their own ideas. takes place in Baltimore. It's 
The committee is also sort of like cultural exposure 
looking for volunteers to help in addition to black history," 
with setup and the logistics Page said. 
of the day, which according The National Great 
to Page could extend to two Blacks in Wax museum 
days depending on demand was established in 1983 in 
and turnout. Baltimore. It has life size and 
They are also seek- life like figures represent-
ing personable tour guides ing individuals throughout 
to lead people through the African American history. 
exhibit. Interest meetings for 
"I'n1 trying to get them , the HUSA museum will be 
as excited about African held every Tuesday in room 
American history as I am," 126 of Douglass Hall at 7:30 
said tour guide volunteer and p.m. Students interested in 
senior political science major volunteering, or those who 
Elizabeth Jamison-Dunn. just want to· know more will 
She is excited to share be able to gather details of 
her knowledge with the youth their responsibilities and of 
and community and hopes the event. Students can also 
that this opportunity will get information by calling or 
sho ... v others how important stopping by the HUSA office 
this month and black history in Blackburn or e-mailing 
are as a whole. Page at husaexternalaffairs@ 
"I just have a keen respect gmail.com. 
for my past. I realized that 
COAS Begins ''Healing'' with Breast Cancer Info Session 
BY EBONI FARMER 
Hilltop Staff Wnter 
In honor of National Breast 
Cancer Awareness week, the College 
of Arts and Sciences (COAS) student 
council hosted "Let the Healing 
Begin: A Tribute to Breast Cancer" 
in the Blackburn Gallery Lounge 
last night. 
According to COAS student 
council president William Roberts, 
the event was held during Breast 
Cancer Awareness Week instead 
of National Breast Cancer month 
in October so that its importance 
would be addressed during a time 
people nlay not be thinking about 
breast cancer., 
To open the ceremony, co-
coordinator Melanie Jones greeted 
the audience filled with women 
eager to learn more about how they 
can· help in the fight against breast 
cancer. Jones started off by giving a 
few breast cancer statistics. 
women being diagnosed so early, 
Higginbotham was not sure how it 
could have happened to her. Today, 
she is in her·eighth year of remis-
sion and has no signs of breast can-
cer. 
"Just because I was diagnosed 
once doesn't mean I. won't be diag-
nosed again. Since I was so young 
when I was first diagnosed I am now 
at a greater risk," Higginbotham 
said. 
Although she endured the 
hardships of che1notherapy and 
radiation, Higginbotharµ said that 
good things can1e along with the 
bad during her experience. 
"I wouldn't have a job now if 
it wasn't for my experience and I 
wouldn't be going around teach-
ing girls about breast cancer," 
Higginbotham said. 
She informed the audience of 
some of the risks factors associ-
ated with breast cancer. These risk 
include a family history of the dis-
ease, not having children and start-
ing a inenstrual cycle before the age 
of 12. 
importance of 
knowing one's 
breasts. If regular 
self-examinations 
are done after each 
menstrual cycle, a 
woman will be able 
to tell if there if 
any unusual lumps 
are present. 
She added that 
although a lump 
in . the breast is 
one sign of breast 
cancer, there are 
others such as an 
increase in the 
size of one breast 
or a change in the 
shape of a breast. 
''Although 
African American 
and Hispanic 
women are at 
the same risk as 
Caucasian women 
they are diagnosed Students attended the forum about breast cancer risks. 
at later stages and 
are at a greater risk 
Photo 
She said that 40,580 American 
women are killed by breast can-
cer each year and that it affects all 
women, regardless of race, at equal 
percentages. 
Guest speaker Kimberly 
Higginbotham was diagnosed 
with breast cancer at the tender 
of 23. With no fa1nily history of 
Higginbothan1 said that if 
someone does have the risk factors, 
it is not certain that they ... vn1 get 
breast cancer because although the 
risks are known, the cause is not. 
of dying," Higginbotham said. 
Higginbotham told the story 
of a 26-year-old woman who can1e 
to get treatment at the Howard 
Univ.ersity Hospital two years after 
she had noticed a lump. Ignoring 
the lwnp allowed the cancer to 
spread and when she finally went 
to see a doctor, rt was so advanced 
that she had to receive chemother-
apy immediately. The woman died 
before reaching the age of 30. 
Higginbotham added, "That's 
why it is important to notice changes 
in the breast and get them checked 
out as soon as possible because it is 
better to be safe than sorry." 
Higginbotham stressed the 
ASB Week Continues With a Spoken Word Ci pher 
BY CHARLOTIE YOUNG 
Hiil/top Staff Wnter 
• In the dark auditorium 
of Blackhurn, lit only by 
the stage, students listened 
intently as poets stood in 
front of the audience and 
shared their pieces of artis-
tic creativity with expression 
and passion. 
As part of Alternative 
Spring Break Week 2007 
(ASB), a poetry cipher was 
held last night. 
· "We devised this event 
last year while planning for 
creative ways to raise money 
in the rebuilding effort of 
New Orleans," said Debbie 
Origho, a junior broadcast 
major and the coordinator of 
ASB. "Since we are returning· 
to complete our mission, we 
need even inore funds." 
To help raise money for 
the Hurricane Katrina relief 
effort, ASB comn1ittee mem-
bers asked ·for donations to 
attend the cipher. 
Poets read their favor-
ite pieces or origi.nal works, 
some of which were inspired 
by the events of Katrina. 
' The highlight of the event 
was poet, author and Howard 
professor Tony Medina. 
"There is nothing more 
beautiful than seeing young 
poets," Medina said before 
beginning his performance. 
as he sat on the edge of the 
stage. "It's ironic that this 
event is a day after your boy 
Bush gave his State of the 
Union address without men-
tioning Katrina." 
Students were able to 
hear much of Medina's work 
for the ASB cipher, most of 
which were new pieces. 
"It's a great idea," 
Medina said of ASB's n1is-
sion. "It's necessary since the 
government is so neglectful, 
the community h¥ .to do 
so1nething. It's good to see 
students at Howard taking 
leadership." 
Origho called Medina's 
performance "inspiring." 
Messiah Rainkisson, a 
senior public relations major 
and a popular poet on cam-
pus, also made an appear-
ance at the event. 
"I feel that it recogniz-
es a noteworthy issue that 
deserves student support. 
I feel like my involvement 
is meaningful," he said of 
choosing to perform for the 
cipher. 
Ramkisson also plans 
on going to New Orleans to 
help out in the revitalization 
efforts. 
"There was a n1essage in 
everything I said tonight, in 
all my words. With all that's 
happening not only in New 
Orleans, but with us as a peo-
ple," he said. 
Freshman music educa-
tion major Quanice Floyd 
planned the event. 
"I just thought of what 
people would want to come 
to see in regards to Hurricane 
Katrina," she said. "Spoken 
word is one of the strongest 
ways to send a message and 
speak to people [and] it was 
great. I thank all of the stu-
dents who showed up in sup-
port [of the event]." 
The ASB cipher featured 
a total of 16 poets and spoken 
word artists. 
Most of the performanc-
es were Howard students the 
com1nittee worked to find, 
but Floyd also made a trip 
to Mocha Hut on U Street to 
find poets. 
"The turnout was great. 
It shed light on the commit-
ment to service and justice 
that Howard students pos-
sess," sophomore broadcast 
journalism major and co-
coordinator of ASB Ty Axson 
said. 
Lavanna Martinez, a 
fresh1na11 fashion merchan-
dising major, also enjoyed 
the cipher. 
"I'm a big spoken word 
fan. I really just enjoyed how 
we had poets of different ages 
but the 1nessages were the 
same--the state of black peo-
ple and where we're going." 
Martinez's favorite per-
formance was bY, the artist 
THE HILLTOP 
Phoro 
Poets from Howard and the community performed at 
Blackburn to raise funds. for the upcoming ASS week. 
One Wise African. "He's real-
ly, really good," she said. 
On Thursday, students 
will be able to pick up appli-
cations ttnd learn more about 
ASB at a table in the lower 
level of Blackburn. ASB week 
will end on Friday with the 
Hurricane Katrina Benefit 
Concert at 7 p.01. in the 
Andre~ Rankin Memorial 
Chapel. 
• 
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Male Dorm, Parking Lot 
Part of President's Plan 
SWYGERT, from A 1 
. store. 
After the tower is built, 
then construction will begin on 
a science center that will house 
the College of Engineering, 
Architecture and Computer 
Sciences. The science center 
will be comprised of the School 
of Engineering and Computer 
Sciences, as well as the School 
of Architecture and Design. 
1 Swygert said it is not clear 
yet what will happen to the 
Howard H. Mackey and Lewis 
K. Downing buildings, where 
cation side,, what can Howard 
do," Swygert said. 
Undergraduate Trustee 
Jabari S1nith, who will be 
working with Swygert and 
the Vice Provost of Student 
Affairs Franklin Chambers on 
this initiative, is very excited 
about the program. 
the Strategic Fram-ework for 
Action I and II include the con-
struction of the iLab, Health 
Sciences Library and the cre-
ation of the Middle School 
of Mathematics and Science. 
Sv;ygert said he \viii create a 
committee made up of vari-
ous members of the Howard 
community to begin develop-
ing the Strategic Fra1nework 
for Action III. 
. · the schools are now located. 
"I think this Black Male 
Initiative is so important 
because it's really going to 
engage students in an issue 
that is so prevalent," Smith 
said. He added that although 
it is specifically focused on 
African-American nlen, the 
program is really about step-
ping up to the plate to deal 
>vith the disparities in educa-
tion in the African-American 
conununity. 
Jennifer Owens, pr.esi-
dent of the Howard University 
Student Association, said one 
issue she believes needs to be 
addressed in this new plan is 
the state of Howard's athletic 
department. Owens also said 
that 'vith the success of the 
prior Strategic Framework for 
Actions, she has full faith that 
Swygert will be able to carry 
out this new plan. 
. "I'm just excited about 
_; finally breal<lng ground for the 
• 
facility," Swygert said. He said 
if all goes well, work would 
begin on the project before the 
end of the schoQl year. 
Building projects are not 
the only goals on S'rygert's 
agenda for this semester. 
Administrators plan to start 
a program called the Black 
Male Student Initiative to 
address the issue of the dis-
proportionate representation 
African-Aluerican men on col-
lege and university ca1npuses. 
The program >viii take a two-
pronged approach to the issue 
focusing both on research and 
i1nplementing practical mea-
sures to increase the number 
of African-American men 
attending college. 
"I intend to organize a 
group of students, faculty and 
administrators to really think 
th1·ough what research is tell-
ing us and then on the appli-
As the university enters its 
14oth year, the administration 
will also be celebrati·ng the 
completion of Campaign for 
Howard, a fund-raising drive 
started on March 9, 2002 to 
raise $250 million. Swygert 
said he hopes he will be able 
to announce that the universi-
ty has reached its goal, which 
he said would make Campaign 
for Howard the most success-
ful capital campaign at any 
HBCU ever. 
The Board of Trustees has 
also asked Swygert to complete 
athirdStrategicFrameworkfor 
Action. Strategic Framework 
for Action plans are agendas 
that set goals for the univer-
sity in the areas of academics, 
teaching and research, fund-
raising and community ser-
vice. Accomplishments under 
Smith said he would like 
this third agenda to focus on 
bettering academic programs 
at Howard and attracting and 
retaining quality professors. 
With the completion of 
Campaign for Howard and 
other improvements planned 
for the future, Smith said he 
is very pleased with the direc-
tion the university is taking 
and encourages other students 
to be pleased also. Though 
sh1dents attending Howard 
now may not witness many 
of the changes, he said these 
improvements are important 
to Howard's legacy. 
Smith said, "\Ve did not 
make a four year investment, 
but a lifetime investment." 
~~HU Athletic Department 
• 
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Launches New Web site 
WEB SITE, from A 10 
senior Tom1ny Claiborn, a 
member of the Bison football 
team. "I think it is going to help 
out a lot with recruiting, and it 
is definitely an upgrade." 
The site did not officially 
change until the holiday break, 
however, plans to revamp the 
\\1eb site began last summer. 
"The new design has been 
in the works since August," 
Noble said. ··we really want-
ed to make the design a great 
marketing tool to go along with 
what Mr. Datcher [the athletic 
director] is doing with the ath-
letic department as a whole." 
Noble has heard a lot of 
positive feedback from ath-
letes and students at Howard 
about the Web site changes. 
The new site now has a vibrant 
color schen1e and interactive 
tools, as well as video content 
and a scoreboard. The top news 
headlines now flash across the 
home screen. Another added 
feature that was not on the 
past site is a section called 
"Ask the Athletic Director." 
where visitors to the site are 
encouraged to e-mail and ask 
questions directly to Dwight 
Datcher. 
Although tllose that have 
seen the site have enjoyed 
its visual improvements and 
added information, other 
athletes and sh1dents are not 
aware of the change. 
.. I knew that the) were in 
the process of upgrading the 
site during the end of the fall 
semester, but I didn't know that 
it was complete," said junior 
Candace Bouknight, a member 
of Howard's women's lacrosse 
team. 'Tm glad they made tlie 
change though because the old 
site needed some help." 
For those that have seen 
the ne\' \'\ eb site and used it 
\vith ease, some are hoping it 
is just the beginning of a series 
of changes to con1e. 
Senior Rickey Jackson, a 
member of the Bison football 
team, said, "Hopefully, this 
\vill be one of many improve-
ments to be made by the ath-
letic department." 
Compensation paid to healthy female and male volunteers 
for donations of bone marrow for research efforts in such 
areas as cancer and other serious illnesses. 
• 
• Ages 18 to 45 
• In good health 
• Not engaged in high risk behaviors 
Confidential interview and screening provided at our 
convenient Gaithersburg, MD office. 
Donations occur at our Bethesda, Mb office by board 
certified physicians. 
Both locations are accessible by 
MetroRail and Metro Ride-On. 
FINANCIAL COMPENSATION PROVIDED 
For more ·information, or to schedule an appointment: 
TOLL FREE: (888) 926-9211 
EMAIL: donorinfo@cambrex.com 
NEWS l3 
BET Opens Doors For 
Black Artists 
BET, from AB 
negative ilnpact on tlie 
black community. It portrays a 
false identity of who we are and 
who we aspire to be," senior 
psychology and adminjstration 
of justice double major Bria11a 
Henderson said. ''There is 
other music out there besides 
hip-hop that talks about things 
in the community, and I think 
that we should embrace that" 
Animator Aaron McGruder 
is notorious for reveal-
ing his views of BET in his 
Cartoon Network show "The 
Boondocks" by nlimicking the 
raunchy, overtly flashy music 
videos. Even former "106 & 
Park" host AJ Calloway has 
bashed the network for sup-
porting the same videos that he 
helped to promote. 
Many students wonder 
why the same network created 
to unify the black communi-
ty turned into one that many 
black people believe does the 
opposite. 
"At first it seemed like BET 
was a step forward for black 
people because it was promot-
ing African Americans," fresh-
man international business 
major Amber Melton said. 
"Now BET is basically saying 
that women can only shake 
their behinds and look pretty 
in a music video while [also] 
saying that black men can only 
rap, play basketball and be 
diug dealers." 
Many complain about 
BE1~s lack of media coverage 
involving black communi-
ties and programs that aimed 
at promoting education and 
iinprovements u1 society. 
Political science professor 
Hanes Walton believes that 
BET has had success because 
the station has stayed away 
from dealii1g with controver-
sial topics. 
"The most successful media 
was that [tl1e network] didn't 
have any political content. 
BET was successful in enrich-
ing a single individual-[Bob 
Johnson]. So far, one would 
The HiUtop 
Surve~ Sa~s ... 
have to ask, what did he do 
with that money besides buy a 
basketball team?" Walton said. 
Despite the creation of 
family-oriented black televi~ 
sion networks such as TV One 
and the Black Family Channel, 
neither has peaked the inter-
est of the majority of audienc-
es as BET has. Even with the 
backlash and controversy that 
has surrounded BET over tlle 
years, the number of people 
who watch-both black and 
an increasing amount of other 
ethnicities-has amplified the 
ratings, making the network a 
major pa1t of cable television. 
"BET is a very impo1tant 
pa1t of the black community. 
It's a two-folded sihmtion. It 
provides jobs and does provide 
some positive images, but it is 
aiso a media outlet for a lot 
of foolishness," junior pub-
lic relations major Leonard 
Muhammed said. "Once the 
people at BET realize where 
they fit in, then they will be a · 
great asset." 
Reading The Hilltop 
in class is not a good thing.* 
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Car Buying 101 
Course Description: Students learn 
that they can easily afford a new 
Jetta, Rabbit or New Beetle with 
Martens' 1st Time Buyer, 
College Graduate, or 
Foreign Student 
programs. 
Prerequisites: Driver's 
license, student ID, 
limited budget, and an 
appreciation of cool, 
well-made cars . 
location: 
Within walking 
distance from 
Tenleytown/ AU 
Metro Station. 
. 
Fee: Starting at 
just $15,620* 
Contact: Call 
Gerald Morris or 
Marcel Khalatbair at 
202-537-3000 today 
to find out more. 
Si habla espanol Daniel DelaRosa 
MARTENS 
VOLKSWAGEN 
4800 Wisconsin Ave. N.W. 202-537-3000 
'Puces include lre19hl and all applicable rebates and 1ncenf1ves. Does not include lax, lags. trtle, license and docuMant fees. 
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Protesters To Gather Saturday On Mall 
BY ASHLEY MASON-GREENE 
Contnbutlng Writer 
is no doubt: this is the 
right action at the right 
time. Bush's announce-
ment of plans to esca-
As a result of President 
Bush's recent announce-
ment of plans to increase the 
a1nount of A.lnerican troops 
in Iraq, livid A.lnerican 
citizens plan to march on 
Washington, D.C. in pro-
test. 
Organized by United for 
Peace and Justice, a massive 
peace n1arch is planned for 
Saturday, Jan. 27 beginning 
with a rally on the National 
~lall on 3rd Street at 11 a.111. 
that '"ill be followed by the 
march at 1 p.m. 
The 111archers are calling 
on Congress to listen to vot-
ers, and not Bush, and use 
their congressional power 
to end the war in Iraq and 
bring troops home. 
The march is expected 
to be one of the largest since 
the war began. The last 
three 1narches organized by 
United attracted 300,000 to 
500,000 people. 
Other organizations like 
The National Organization 
for Women, The United 
Federation of Teac1lers and 
MoveOn.org have mobi-
lized their members and are 
bringing bus loads. People 
are traveling from more 
than 30 states and 111 cities 
to participate in the march. 
Judith LeBlanc, a United 
co-chairperson, said, "There 
late the war has backfired. 
[People] are de1nanding that 
Congress sta:td up to Bush." 
Many students want to 
nlobilize as well. 
"Now that I know, I plan 
on attending the march. I'n1 
against the war," sopho-
n1ore nursing major Laura 
Washington said. "I don't 
know what we're fighting 
for now. I don't think that 
[Bush] has supplied a real 
purpose. He is \Vasting our 
money. ~loney that could go 
to Hurricane Katrina victims 
or scholarships. I think Bush 
is still searching, and he's 
persisting on war and more 
troops because he wants to 
prove everyone ·wrong." 
Those slated to speak 
at the rally include the Rev. 
Jesse Jackson J r., Salt Lake 
City Mayor Rocky Allderson 
who led an anti-war march 
last year in Salt Lake City, 
California Rep. Maxine 
Waters, Ohio Rep. Dennis 
Kucinich, Bob Watada, the 
father of Lt. Watada who 
was the first military officer 
to refuse deployment to Iraq 
and is currently facing court-
martial, as well as members 
on active-duty service. 
Howard students are 
opposed to the war as well. 
Jerell Blakely, a sophomore 
history and sociology dou-
1 
flit l'bolo 
Saturday, demonstrators wlll gather to protest the proposal for a troop surge In Iraq. 
ble major, said, "It's bad. 
More troops won't solve the 
fundamental problems in 
Iraq, but will undoubtedly 
contribute to an upsurge 
in violence. This escala-
tion, or 'augmentation' as 
Dr. [Condoleezza] Rice puts 
it, 'viii put more American 
troops in harms way. This 
pseudo 'war' can't be won on 
military might, but only with 
genuine diplomacy." 
Blakelysaid, "Americans, 
particularly young 
Americans, have an obli-
gation to stand up against 
this attack on our future and 
march on Saturday to show 
the Bush administration 
our displeasure in this self 
defeating strategy." 
Sophomore psychology 
major Bintu Kabba agrees. 
She said, "I don't agree 'vith 
the decision to send more 
THE HILLTOP 
troops because [Iraqis] are 
not t11e enen1y--wc are." 
In conjunction with 
the march, United is also 
sponsoring Congressional 
Advocacy Day on Jan. 29, 
in which people are encour-
aged to speak 'vith their 
state's congressional rep-
resentatives and senators 
directly about ending the 
' var in Iraq. 
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Prince George's 
Hospital Center may be 
closing at the end of this 
week, if the hospital doesn't 
come up with $5 million. 
The hospital appealed to 
the county government for 
the money, but the county 
said it has already given the 
amount of money to which 
it is obligated. 
The federal case 
against I. Lewis "Scooter" 
Libby began this week with 
his defense team turning 
the trial in an interest-
ing direction. His defense 
attorneys contended that 
Libby was "put through 
the meat grinder" by the 
White House shortly after 
the war in Iraq began and 
that he was a scapegoat 
to protect Karl Rove, the 
president's top political 
advisor. Libby is being 
accused of five felony 
charges stemming from 
a federal investigation 
into the leaking of former 
CIA agent Valerie Plame's 
identity to the media. 
Former D.C. Mayor 
Anthony Williams has a new 
job in Virginia. Williams is 
now the chief executive of 
Putilic Properties Realty 
Investment Trust, a firm 
that plans to do businesc; 
with municipal govern-
ments and non-profit orga-
nizations. Williams is cur-
rently the only executive on 
board and is planning on 
hiring six other employees. 
Former colleagues sa) the 
new position is a good fit 
for \.\'illfams. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• Tuesday the I louse : • 
passed a bill that would 
allow D.C. and the U.S. ter-
ritories to join in the United 
States Mint's 50 State 
Quarters Program. The bill 
would allow the District, the 
American Samoa, Guam, 
Puerto Rico, the Virgin 
Islands and Northern 
Mariana Islands to submit 
a design for the reverse side 
of the quarter. This same 
measure has been approved 
four times previously by 
the House but blocked in 
the Senate. D.C. Delegate 
Eleanor Holmes Norton 
believes that this time the 
measure will be approved 
because Democrats are in 
control of the Senate. 
Washington Redskins 
Coach Joe Gibbs appealed 
to supporters this week and 
asked for prayers on his 
Web site JoeGibbsOnline. 
com for his grandson. 
Taylor Gibbs, 2, is the son 
of J.D. Gibbs, one of the 
coach's sons that runs his 
NASCAR team in· North 
Carolina. The young Gibbs 
was diagnosed with leuke-
mia two weeks ago, accord-
ing to his Internet address. 
Compiled By J a11el/e J olley, 
M etro Editor 
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If you want to be a better writer, for The Hilltop or anyone else. 
If you're interested in becoming a· staff writer, you must attend. 
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Back 
In 
The 
Day 
Napti1ne 
BY JOSHUA THOMAS 
Deputy Managing Editor 
Back in the Day ... my biggest 
qualm with the police was sit-
ting through those mind-numb-
ing, lackluster D.A.R.E. presenta-
tions. It seems that those same 
officers who I am supposed to 
admire and look lo for safety are 
now objects of fear. 
Why are those who are 
charged to protect and serve the 
ones that we need protection 
from? 
When I was younger police 
brutality began and ended with 
Rodney King. Being that I was 
just five years old when the ver-
dict was rendered on April 29, 
1992, I had no idea what was 
really going on. L.A. seemed like 
worlds away from me at that time 
and until this point I had been 
socialized to honor and respect 
the police. With that background, 
rather conditioning, the notion of 
police brutality did not seem like 
a real issue to me. 
However, throughout the 
years 111ore and more incidents 
have brought me to the realiza-
tion that police are no more vir-
tuous and no more law-abiding 
than anyone else. 
Here we are in a new millen-
nium, in which some would offer 
that racism is dead, still blacks § 
continue to be brutalized by the ~ 
boys in blue who we are trained 
to trust. 
Sean Bell. 
50 bullets. 
November 5, 2006 was a 
shocking wake-up call to a nation 
in denial. I guess the penalty for 
stumbling out of a strip club at 4 
a.m. is death now. 
So many questions come 
about when looking back on this 
tragedy. \'\7J1) was deadly force 
necessary to stop an unarmed 
man? If there is an answer for 
that, then why is there a need 
to unload 50 rounds of ammuni-
tion? 
So what's to stop the 
Metropolitan Police, here in the 
District, from emptying round 
after round after round into an 
average Howard student who 
may stumble out of a strip joint 
in the wee hours of the morning? 
Well, we know recently hap-
pened to some Howard student 
who got in a run in with police in 
the metro area. 
This past Tuesday an article 
ran on the front page of the Hilltop 
about students who were arrested 
outside University Towers Center. 
Without any mentionable provo-
cation the students were beaten 
and tased before being cuffed. 
Students involved in the 
incident were recipients of every-
thing from obscenities and baton 
hits to kicks, punches, and shocks 
from a taser gun. They were then 
denied phone calls were not read 
their Miranda rights. 
The fact tl1al incidents like 
these continue to go on in today's 
society is sickening. We live in a 
world where law abiding citizens 
get beaten by those who have 
sworn to protect us for some-
times as little as exercising our 
constitutional right to freedom of 
speech. 
If police are our worse enemy 
then where do we turn? 
\'\IJlo is there to protect us 
from the "protectors?" 
Josh is out making sure them 
boys don't catch him dirty, but if 
you haue any comments or ques-
tions feel free to email him at 
SilqPulitzer@gmail.com. 
' 
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Test Yourself 
Knowledge is power, so we at The Hilltop decided 
to test your knowledge. We'll be posing questio11s 
and providing you with activities to sharpe11 your 
skills and build your knowledge. 
The AcademY, Awards are j11st qround 
the corner .. Te$t yo1tr knpwledge of 
Oscar trivia by seeing if yo11 ca11 
answer tliese questions? 
1) Who will host the upcoming 79th Academy 
Awards? 
2) Who has won the most for "Best Actress?" 
3) What is the official name of the Academy 
A\vard statuette? 
4) When was the phrase "And the Oscar goes 
to ... " adopted? 
5.) What movie did Sydney Poitier win the 
Oscar for? 
6.) Who was the first African American to win 
an Academy Award? 
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I Overheard ® The Mecca 
• 
I "I SeMse A Lifeti..,e Movie of fhe Week" 
I Overheard crossittg the street itt frott the A-Juildittg 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Incredulous Girl The A-Building just punked me. 
Guy Friend: You tried to get your refund check? 
IG: Yeah, and it's not ready. I' m gonna have to go 
back tomorrow. 
GF: Howard's like an abusive spouse you just can't 
leave. 
-----------
I "Apartheid? What Apartheid?" 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
Overheard at M S. Wiscottsitt itt O.eorgetowtt 
Girl: So this white South African guy came in to the 
store today. He was so hot, I totally forgot that the 
apartheid even happened. • 
Guy: [Long Pause] Well, it's not like those 40 years 
had any effect on your life, I guess. 
Girl: I know right? Mmm, and that accent ... 
Guy: And hey, Nelson Mandela's out of jail, so it's 
al l good. 
Girl: Now you're just mocking me. 
Guy: Whatever do you mean? 
Girl: He was so polite. He said, "cheers" when he 
was leaving. 
Guy: You are beyond ignorant. 
Check out tttore at Overheardatthetttecca.blogspot.cottt at1d 
I subtttlt to Overheardatthetttecca&'gtttail.cottt 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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I 
I 
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I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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... did President Bush practically 
beg for support of his new strat-
egy to end the war in Iraq? 
J>holo «>urtl"~Y ton<'~lrloo11.cu1n 
Photo C'OOrtt1) Juo·n Rttd of R hlttt'I 
... was Sto1np The Yard banned 
from a chain of theaters in 
Springfield. Ill for fear of attract-
ing gang violence? 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....... ........ . 
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~ILL TOPIC 
V~ULT 
We at The Hilltop have long enjoyed 
wokiW;back at the archived issues in 
the o ce. Here, we've decided to let 
you a peek into the past and see so1ne 
of the rando"i Bil/topics that Howard 
shulents have co111e up with and were 
printed in vintage issues of the Hilltop. 
. ......................................................... ......... .. 
Chester Chees Pt II, 
If you think it ain't easy 
being cheesy, try being 
a 24kt-Cybernetic Love 
Sick Pharoah-Psycho 
The psychotic cane freak 
-November 16, 1990 
. 
. 
. 
. 
• . . 
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Six Degrees of Separation 
Can you figure out a path that connects these two individuals with six stops along the way? 
MullammadAH 
Try it out alld send us the six degrees you co111e up with. 
Muhammad Ali recently had a 
movie made about his life that 
starred Jamie Foxx 
who starred, "Dream Girls" with 
Danny Glover 
who starred in, "The Color Purple" 
with Oprah Winfrey 
who has had various guests includ-
ing Tom Cruise 
who is married to Katie Holmes 
who starred in the film, "First 
Daughter" along side Amerie 
' 
Please send any responses to Meccanisms, including 'Back in the Day' topics, 
things you've overheard@ The Mecca, things to test ourselves on or 'Six Degrees of 
Separation' sets to meccanisms@gmail.com 
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Despite Technology, Prescriptions Still Handwritten 
BY PHILLIP LUCAS 
Copy Editor 
Unfortunately, thousands 
of wrongful deaths occur annu-
ally because of doctors' sloppy 
handwriting. It seems odd that 
with Qte global advances made 
in technology, doctors are still 
doing handwritten prescrip-
tions. 
In the near future, the tra-
ditional method of prescrib-
ing drugs by using pen and 
paper may be eliminated and 
replaced by printed electronic 
prescriptions. 
"Well, a lot of doctors have 
gone to printing, but there 
have still been mistakes. You 
can read it better, but the mis-
take is still there," Lou Sotero, 
a pharmacist at the CVS on 
Georgia Avenue, said. 
Sotero suggests that the 
problem lies not in doctors' 
writing, but in the doctors 
themselves. 
Freshman biology and 
pre-med major Fantasia 
Hopkins said, "As a patient 
who is constantly being pre-
scribed different medications, 
I feel that doctors should take 
advantage of the te1.-hnologi-
cal advances we have today 
and use some other sources to 
write tlrnir patients' prescrip-
tions other than handwriting 
them. I personally find it hard 
to read their handwriting at 
times." 
Dr. Karl Goler, who has 
worked for eight years in the 
neurosurgery depart:Jnent of 
Group Health Cooperative 
in Seattle, said that the pre-
scriptions at Group Health are 
typed, and he personally has 
not encountered any wrong-
ful deaths or injuries due to 
poorly written prescriptions. 
'Tm sure it occurs though," 
he said. '~Pharmacists do peri-
odically call to review prescrip-
tions." 
Spencer Carter, a fresh-
man biology. major, said that 
making a penmanship course 
a requirement for all doctors 
could be beneficial. Carter also 
believes that requiring all doc-
tors to print electronic pre-
scriptions could alleviate the 
problem of prescription mix-
ups and their consequences. 
Freshman pre-pharmacy 
major Amanda Marks said, "I 
do believe that doctors should 
print out the prescription and 
sign it. If college students and 
college grad sh1dents have 
to type out papers, doctors 
should be required to type out 
prescriptions." 
Marks added, "In general, 
I think that doctors are not 
thinking longer down the line 
about who has to read it. They 
are just thinking of prescribing 
the patient medicine and mov-
ing along to the next patient." 
-Sotero believes that pre-
scription drug mistakes exist 
because while many people 
need to see doctors, there are 
not enough physicians to go 
around. 
Sotero cited tllird party 
financial cuts as the main rea-
son that American ·doctors and 
pharmacists are overworked 
and usually rushed to see more 
patients in less time. 
Gail Edwards is a surgery 
scheduler for the neurosurgery 
department at Group Health 
in Seattle. "Of course in this 
business, there is no roon1 for 
errors," she said. 
"I think the pharmacy 
errors show up more because 
they are the most dangerous," 
Edwards continued. "I'm glad 
that we are in the age of the 
electronic medical record and 
results reporting." 
Steps are being taken to 
solve the problem and prevent 
deaths due to prescription 
errors. 
"The laws regarding hand-
written prescriptions were 
changed recently in most plac-
es because of that," Edwards 
said. "More than ever, pharma-
cists are demanding that pre-
scriptions are typed to avoid 
those mistakes," she said. 
According to an article in 
Tinle magazine, earlier this 
weektheNationale-Prescribing 
Patie11t Safety Initiative was 
started. This initiative allows 
doctors to use an online pro-
gram called eRx Now and is 
likely to revolutionize the way 
drugs are prescribed. 
The program also ensures 
that prescribed drugs do not 
conflict with each other and 
that the dosages of prescribed 
medications are correct. The 
progra1n may take some 
accountability away from doc-
tors but will help save lives. 
Every doctor wi!J have 
access to this potentially life 
saving program and the prob-
lem of doctors' poor handwrit-
ing will be put to an end. 
' 
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Charles Mouton, a Howard University Hospital Doctor, 
writes prescriptions by hand, but reports have shown 
pharmacy have filled the wrong prescriptions that way. 
Apple to Release Multi-Functional iPhone in June 
BY CORTNEY CLEVELAND 
Contributing Writer 
Attendees of the recent 
IvfacWorld E>..-po received some 
unexpected news when Apple 
Inc. CEO Steve Jobs revealed 
that the three new products 
expected to be unveiled were in 
fact one product: the iPhone. 
The iPhone is described 
as a blend of a cell phone, an 
iPod and a handheld Internet 
communications device. The 
4GB model is listed at ~499 
while the larger 8GB model is 
set to sell for $599· The phone 
will only be compatible witli 
Cingular networks. 
Apple's newest innovation 
is touted as "a revolutionary 
and magical product that is lit-
erally five years ahead of any 
other mobile phone," accord-
ing to Jobs. The product intro-
duces a new user interface, 
which is controlled completely 
tlirough a large multi-touch 
display screen. 
The features of the iPhone 
include the new visual voice-
mail. This feature allows users 
to look at a visual listing of 
their voicemails and decide if 
they want to listen to the mes-
sages or not. A two mega pixel 
camera and a photo manage-
ment application are featured 
as well. 
iTunes plays a prominent 
role in the device's operation. 
In addition to music files and 
photos, the iPhone's contact 
list can be synced with the 
contacts from a user's PC, Mac 
or Internet service. E-mail 
accounts and bookmarked 
Web sites can be synched as 
well. 
Particularly unique attri-
butes include an accelerome-
ter, a sensor tllat detects when 
the user has rotated the device 
from portrait to landscape, 
then automatically changes 
the contents of the display 
accordingly. 
Users are able to view the 
entire width of Web sites as 
well as view photos and mov-
ies in a wide-screen format. A 
proximity sensor detects when 
the user lifts the iPhone to their 
ear and automatically adjusts 
the settings of the device. 
With so many unique 
features, students agree that 
the iPhone is an appealing 
product. However, some are 
deterred by the cost. 
"Apple has received all the 
money it's going to get from 
me," freshman Ebony Thomas 
said. "I've spent enough 
money on the phone and iPod 
I already have. I'm going to 
have to pass on getting an 
iPhone, at least until it comes 
down in price." 
Critics of the iPhone 
agree. The device is set to sell 
for almost double the price of 
other trendy phones, such as 
the Motorola RAZR. 
Some are also displeased 
with Apple's decision to limit 
the phone's compatibility to 
Cingular networks. 
An Apple representative 
stated that Cingular was cho-
sen because it was "the best 
and most popular carrier in 
the United States with over 58 
million subscribers." 
Junior business major 
Darryl Williams is excited 
about the new product. "I 
think it's a great idea," he said. 
"So many people are carry-
ing around an iPod, a phone 
and sometimes a PDA or a 
ff-Mobile] Sidekick. We need 
to consolidate some of this 
stuff." 
Apple stockholders share 
these sentiments. After the 
announcement, Apple's stock 
closed at $92.57, up $7.10 
from the day before and close 
to the company's record high 
of $93.15. 
Apple will discover wheth-
er their new product is a hit 
or miss when it is released in 
June. The iPhone will be sold 
in Apple and Cingular stores 
Role Models: Where Have They Gone 
BY DANIELLE KWATENG 
Hilltop Staff Writer 
Last year, Arnerfca lost 
some of its greatest role mod-
els and leaders of tlle 20th 
century. 
Coretta Scott King, Ed 
Bradley and James Brown are 
just a few of the many black 
leaders who changed their 
respective industries for the 
better. 
As the country mourns the 
deaths of such great people, 
one has to wonder who will 
lead the youth in the future. 
Some name Jesse Jackson, 
Barack Obama and even 
Russell Simmons as tlie next 
leaders of the latest genera-
tion, but others disagree. 
"Yeah, the leaders of 
today are okay, but they don't 
also do what they stand for," 
sophomore Ricardo Hook 
said. "With a lot of the lead-
ers from the past gone, I think 
it's important for our genera-
tion to make moves to replace 
them." 
According to the Teenage 
Research Unlimited firm, in 
2003, ahnost 61 percent of 
African American teens read 
VIBE Magazine. 111e major-
ity of artists featured in VIBE 
are in the hip-hop industry, so 
one may conclude that many 
of the role models for teenag-
ers are in that field. A recent 
VIBE cover featured 50 Cent 
and Eminem, who have both 
served time in jail. 
Janell King, a sophomore 
advertising major, believes 
that good role models are rare 
these days. 
"I don't think kids look 
to the right outlets. If parents 
don't educate them and invest 
time in them, the kids lose 
focus," King said. 
King's younger brother is 
not one of those kids. "I have 
a 15-year-old brotl1er. I would 
say his role models are me and 
my mom. She's a breast cancer 
survivor and while she was on 
chemotherapy, she was work-
ing and going to law school. 
And me because I raised him," 
King added. 
According to Media Life, 
a national media planning and 
trading company, one out of 
every three African Americans 
ages 18 to 49 watched the last 
episodes of "Flavor of Love 2." 
It was also one of the most 
watched non-sports programs 
on basic cable for 2006. 
With the emergence of 
programs like Fox's "American 
Idol" competition, virtually 
anyone can gain notoriety. 
As encouraging as it is 
to see regular people rise to 
stardom, students are encour-, 
aged to think about what that 
means for those who have 
worked their whole lives to 
build a positive image and 
reputation. 
Many of the former teen 
celebrities once looked upon 
as role models are now creat-
l'hoco Courtn) Q( """·alklapatt('rson.ortt 
Students are seeking role models outside of the ,norm. 
ing bad reputations for them-
selves. Britney Spears and 
Lindsay Lohan, once innocent 
child stars, are now regularly 
photographed with their bod-
ies displayed for the world. 
Professional athletes are 
seen fighting at games, being 
arrested and even shot. Even 
the leaders of this country are 
constantly accused of corrup-
tion. 
"It's always good to have 
role models, regardless of your 
age," Dr. Bishetta Merritt, an 
associate professor of mass 
communications and film, 
said. "I also still think there 
are some around. They can be 
the elders in your church, the 
kind lady that lives on your 
street and people in the media 
that you admire." 
Merritt also mentioned 
some positive role models ~or 
teens. 
"For young men I would 
sayTavisSmileyorTomJoyner 
because they are committed, 
outspoken and stand by their 
word. For young women, I'd 
say Lena Horne and Angela 
Bassett because they're devot-
ed to their family, their craft 
and their community," Merritt 
added. 
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Photo Court") or ""~.mf'l•blogJt.rom 
The IPhone will encompass a phone and an MP3 player. 
as well as online. 
The con1pany hopes pre-
dictions like that of junior 
English major Tonya ~1oore 
become a reality. 
'"It sounds like it's going 
to be a popular product," she 
said. "Stores probably won't be 
able to keep it on the shelves 
when it comes out." 
Today Matters 
Because ... 
Johnson created 'BET' 27 _years ago 
• BY QYANA AGINA 
Contributing Writer 
Twenty-seven years ago 
when television was missing 
entertainment that show-
cased the talents of black 
artists, Robert Johnson 
stepped up and created a 
television network that 
catered to creating opportu-
nities for African Americans 
through media. 
When Black 
Entertainment Television 
(BET) made its debut, it 
promised to be an outlet 
that uplifted blacks with 
programs such as "Black 
Showcase," "The Bobby 
Jones Gospel Show" and 
"Video Soul." BET fea-
tured such artists as George 
Clinton, Alexander O'Neal, 
Smokey Robinson and other 
black artists that were not 
well received at the leading 
video network MTV. 
"BET had soul. I used 
to be able to sit and watch it 
with my mom and not have 
to worry about what came 
on next," freshman adver-
tising 1najor Kristin Parrish 
said. "I remember watching 
"Teen Summit" and some of 
tile other shows that used to 
come on and being excited 
about seeing black people in 
control on TV." 
Five years after its 
inception, BET had becon1e 
a profitable ·network that 
soon became the first 
black owned business to 
be traded on the New York 
Stock Exchange. This took 
Johnson from a debt of 
$15,000 acquired through a 
loan to becoming the first 
black billionaire through 
selling BET to Viacom. 
BET's success has 
increased, and it now reach-
es more than 60 million 
homes and 90 percent of all 
black households. 
However, with the suc-
cess of BET has come criti-
cism. The outlet that was 
once viewed as a way to con-
nect the black community 
and give blacks a 1nediu1n 
to express the1nselves has 
become what many have 
called "a redundant form 
of entertainment" that over 
the years has given way to 
much condemnation from 
the black audience. 
"I feel tllat BET has a 
See BET, A3 
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THA1' k:IO OION'T l(NOW WHAT 
WAS GOING ON WHfN He GOT 
l(IONAPPEOf A QfAL MAN, 1-lt<f 
Mf, SIU. O'QelU.Y WOUL.O HAVE: 
OQOPPfO THe k:UNG FU ON . 
THOSE WOULD Sf: l(IONAPPE:QS/ 
HIYAAA!! 
O'Reilly Strays From Comfort 
Zone ... and Not in a Good Way 
Last week, political talk-
ing head Bill O' Reilly said 
that he does not believe in the 
Stockholm syndrome in refer-
ence to the kidnapping of 15 
year-old Shawn Hornbeck. 
He said that Hornbeck stayed 
\\ith his alleged 
captor, ~fichael 
Devlin, for alter-
nate reasons than 
based on what we know so far. 
There has only been media 
speculation that Hornbeck 
suffered from Stockholm syn-
drome and that he was sex-
ually abused. But that is all 
speculation. 
Our View: 
we, nor O'Reilly have any place 
to give a sound judgment on 
Hornbeck's case. 
Yesterday, O'Reilly did try 
to explain the reasoning behind 
his statements. He blasted 
a psychic that attempted to 
locate Hornbeck on 
the Montell \'\'illiams 
Show and then com-
pared notes with 
being psychologi-
cally abused. 
Because he is 
a political analyst, 
O'Reilly really 
does not have 
a place to talk 
about something 
completely unre-
Bill 0 ' R eilly should talk 
about subjects that he knows 
about. Obviously, Stockhol11i 
syndronie is not one of those 
Arian Campos-Flores, 
who reported on 
Hornbeck's case. But 
no amount of expla-
nation can make up 
for such harsh state-
ments about a child .. 
And O'Reilly is a hyp-
lated from what 
is going on with 
global, national and state poli-
tics. Although Hornbeck's case 
has people talking, it has little 
political bearing on anyone, so 
O'Reilly should stick to what 
he knows. 
And what does O'Reilly 
know about the case anyway? 
\\'e can only base our judg· 
ments of llornbcck's case 
subjects. 
He did point out that 
Hornbeck carried on some 
semblances of a normal teen-
age life through reporting a 
stolen bike to the police and 
carrying on a 'relationship with 
a girl. It also makes it hard 
for us to believe that some-
thing else was not going with 
Hornbeck's case. But neither 
ocrite for judging the 
psychic for trivializing 
the case because he 
showed the same lack of sen-
sitivity as the psychic. 
O'Reilly has no expertise 
on Hombeck's case, nor does 
he have expertise on criminal 
cases, so making such state-
ments about such a sensitive 
subject comes off as callous 
and misinformed. 
Perspective: It's Time 
After reading the article 
in The Hilltop entitled, "TIU 
Students Arrested at UTC 
After Feud with Police," I was 
quite disturbed. These police 
attacks have been going on for 
a while now, unchecked! 
Even after the murder 
of Sean Bell on his wedding 
day, there was something said 
of the excessive force for a 
couple days ; but then all was 
forgotten. 
In l\1arch of 2000, a 
Haitian security guard by the 
name of Patrick Dorismond 
was killed in a bungled drugs 
· sting. I would like to point 
out two things from this case: 
1) he was a security guard on 
duty, and 2) he was unarmed. 
The police officer was not 
prosecuted. His family was 
paid $2.25 million as com-
pensation. 
In February of 1999, a 
street trader from Guinea by 
the name of Amadou Diallo 
was shot 19 times when the 
police mistook his wallet for 
a gun. 41 bullets were fired; 
four officers were acquitted. 
His family was paid $3 mil-
lion as compensation. 
Do I even need to men-
tion the Rodney King beat-
ing in 1991? Though, I will 
inform you that Rodney King 
was paid $3.8 million as com-
pensation. I will also inform 
you (the reader) that these 
incidents happened in New 
York. 
One state alone produces 
this brutality. Might I remind 
the reader that there are 50 
States? Goodness gracious! 
I'm sure that Sean Bell's fam-
ily will be paid soon to "rem-
edy" the loss. 
Notice that in every situa-
tion, save the recent Bell mur-
der, the families of the victims 
were paid very well. What, 
exactly, is the government 
which supplies tl1e money try-
ing to buy? 
Our silence? Our for-
getfulness? Our trust? Our 
LIVES? Men have been mur-
dered by our "protectors" and 
all the police department can 
say is: "Here is some money." 
Now the situation has hit 
close to home. Howard stu-
dents have been beaten to the 
The Hilltop 
Sur vey Says ... 
ground, both physically and 
mentally. 
They were treated as sec-
ond class citizens and not e\'en 
read their rights. An onlooker 
might pose the thought that 
maybe the students spoke 
rudely to the police and ver-
bally invited the arrest. A 
valid point, but if that's the 
case, then was Diallo being 
rude to the policemen who 
shot him? Did Bell physically 
touch any of his murderers? 
Does being rude mean that 
one must lose his/her life? In 
that case, then no one is safe 
from the police! 
The question I pose is, 
''What will we do to prevent 
this in the future?" Will we 
think about it for a couple 
days, and then forget about 
it? Will we accept that "that's 
just the way it is"? Or will we 
send a message to the police 
that we aren't going to take it 
anymore? Too many people 
have suffered at the hands 
of OUR silence! Let's make 
change! 
- Jamil Wans ley 
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A Recurring Theme 
BY CARYN GRANT 
Sports Editor 
This week has been a pretty 
slow news week in tlle world of 
sports. Following the NFL con-
ference chan1pionships, almost 
every media outlet in the coun-
try has stuffed the news of Tony 
Dungy and Lovie Smith becom-
ing the first two black coaches to 
coach in the Super Bowl. 
Terrell . Owens made his 
weekly burst into the news when 
he voiced his opinion on Cowboys 
coach Bill Parcells' retirement, 
causing some to say that the 
wide receiver was taking shots 
at Parcells. 
And the Phoenix Suns 
have continued their run of the 
entire NBA, as they streaked to 
their 15th consecutive victory 
Wednesday night. 
Basically, it has been a week 
like any other, with no real 
appearance of it becoming more 
lively in the coming days. I had 
made up my mind that I s'imply 
wouldn't have a column today. 
I figured, why waste your or my 
time witl1 300-plus words of 
forced opinion. 
As I made my last round 
of sports Web sites, however, I 
noticed a new lead story on ESPN. 
com. The title read, "Outrageous 
Injustice." Pictured was the back 
of a young man. His shirt bore 
the words "STATE PRISONER" 
in bold letters. 
My initial reaction was to ask 
why just a few days after history 
had been made, "tl1e Worldwide 
Leader" would 'choose to run a 
feature story on a young black 
male that had fallen into the sys-
te1n. 
However, as I read on, I 
was reminded of the .story of 
Genarlow Wilson, a former honor 
student and slur football player 
who was convicted of aggravated 
child molestation. At the age of 
20, he is two years into a 10-year 
sentence in a Georgia prison. 
As a i7-year-old senior in 
high school, Wilson was caught 
on tape receiving oral sex from 
a i5-year-old girl. According to 
Georgia state law, he had cmn-
mitted a felony. 
The details are in the article, 
but I am sad to say that it is a 
story we have all heard before. 
What immediately came to 1nind 
was the story of Marcus Dixon. 
Dixon is now a junior defensive 
end at Hampton, however only 
three years ago, he was the center 
of a similar case also in Georgia. 
A 15-year-old classmate of 
bis accused him of rape, but he 
said it was consensual. 
Dixon was acquitted of rape 
and other charges, but the court 
found hin1 guilty of aggravated 
child molestation and gave the 
same sentence as \\lilson. Dixon's 
decision, however, was over-
turned by the Georgia Supreme 
Court, and he was set free after a 
few months. 
Wilson is still hoping for a 
similar outcome in his situation. 
It's sad that these young 
men's lives have become exam-
ples, but it is a reminder to aIJ 
that even those that seem to be 
on top of the world can fall from 
glory in 1nere seconds. 
The justice syste111 nrny 
be flawed, but had Wilson and 
Dixon not been in their particu-
lar scenarios, their lives would 
be on completely different paths 
today. 
Life isn't always fair, but it is 
always full of choices. 
Caryn can be reached at 
caryngrant86@hotmail.com. 
Athletics Web Site Gets New Look 
BY WINNIE CLARK-JENKINS 
Hilltop Staff Wnter 
\'Vith the frequent use of the 
Internet expanding everyday, the 
need for a new athletic Web site 
became quite apparent to many. 
The start of a new year sparked the 
beginning of a brand new design for 
Howard-Bison.com, Howard's offi-
cial athletic Web site. 
"The assistant athletic director, 
Kevin Crittendon, Mr. [Ed) Hill and 
I decided it was time for an upgrade 
to the site," said Romanda Noble, the 
assistant sports informalion direc-
tor. 
Noble is responsible for much 
of the maintenance of. the Howard 
University athletic site. 
The site is powered by Presto 
Sports, a company that specializes in 
designing athletic Web sites. Noble, 
Hill and Crittendon came up with 
the design concept for the new site 
and passed the ideas on to the Presto 
designers. 
Many students logged onto tl1e 
site over the winter break, surprised 
and mostly pleased with the new 
design of the athletic site. Pictures 
of student athletes grace the rolling 
banner of the Web site. 
"The design is reaJly nice," said 
See WEB SITE, A3 
Phoc~OUrff'"' CJ(" w~.ho•ord-bOOn.tom 
The banner at the top of www.howard-blson.com features athletes from various teams at Howard and 
changes from page to page. The design of the Web site was altered to give It a more professional look. 
SCOREBOARD 
& 
SCHEDUlE 
SCORES 
None 
UPCOMING GAMES 
Track @ Penn State 
Open 
Friday - 4 p.m. 
Women's Basketball v. 
Coppin State 
Saturday - 2 p.m. 
Men's Basketball v. 
Coppin State 
Saturday - 4 p.m. 
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Reach Out to 
Local· Cormnunity 
BY ERICA ROBINSON 
Hilltop Staff Wnter 
Whether it is well-
knov•n or behind the 
scenes. Howard University 
athletes are doing their 
part to participate in com-
munity service projects 
locally. Opening their 
arms to the community, 
they have contributed to 
helping the less fortunate, 
as well as improving and 
strengthening the commu-
nity and athletics. 
Assistant Director 
of Complia11ce Adria . 
Washington is the advi-
sor of the Student Athletic 
Adviso1y 
(SAAC). 
Committee 
This committee 1s 
composed of ambitious 
athletes whose goals are to 
reach out to the communi-
ty, bon<l as teams and deal 
with day-to-day athletics. 
Junior Kerhyl Gantt, 
a member of the women's 
swim team, is the presi-
dent and Sasha Ramirez, 
a member of the lacrosse 
team, is the vice president. 
The SAAC is strictly stu-
dent run. They have com-
mittee and subcommittee 
1neetings every two weeks 
to discuss campus and 
community projects. 
This is Gantt's first 
year as president. She has 
been a member of SAAC 
since her freshman year. 
Gantt joined the group 
because she was interested 
in the well-being of stu-
dent atl1letes. 
Last year, the commit-
tee participated in Toys 
for Tots, a toy drive that 
coincides ,.yjth the holiday 
season. 
'"Each team had to 
purchase a certain amount 
of gifts [for] the Children's 
Hospital. Each team had a 
different age group," Gantt 
said. 
Washington added, 
"The kids that received 
those gifts were very 
happy." 
In November, they 
went to a ho1nel,ess shel-
ter in Hyattsville, Md. and 
prepared food for the less 
fortunate. SAAC's next ser-
vice project will be making 
homemade Valentine's Day 
cards and delivering them 
to youths at Children's 
Hospital in the District 
next month. 
Washington noted that 
she was impressed by the 
initiative shown by a com-
mittee panel titled "Beyond 
Athletics: Leadership in 
the Workforce," which took 
place on Nov. 11, 2006. 
At this conference, key 
speakers, such as Larry 
Miller of the Jordan Brand, 
WNBA's Alana Beard of 
the v\'ashington Mystics 
and Li Thompson, a suc-
cessful sports entrepre-
neur in the District, talked 
to the students about their 
experiences in the sports 
industry. 
"I appreciated the 
attendance and the atten-
tiveness of the students," 
\.Yashington said. 
SAAC also visited local 
elementary schools and 
talked to the fifth grade 
athletes about tlle impor-
lanc'e of an education, as 
well as how to balance time 
as an athlete in college. 
"We interacted with 
the kids," Gantt said. In a 
month, SAAC will go to a 
junior high school where 
they will be sponsoring a 
panel discussion for the 
school's eighth graders. 
Any students that are 
involved in intercollegiate 
athletics can join SAAC. 
·'Help make a change." 
Gantt said. 
v\Tashington added 
that there is no application 
or selection process to join 
SAAC. 
"You just show your 
interest and have a positive 
attitude. It is always good 
to know you are willing to 
give back," Washington 
said. "If you want to be 
heard, you have to join an 
organization." 
This is V\Tashington's 
first year as advisor, and 
she truly enjoys the experi-
ence. "It is a joy for me. 
I have an additional 400 
kids, besides the two I have 
at home," she said. 
Head Men's Basketball 
Coach Gil Jackson is also 
joining in the action. He 
is currently planning a big 
brother program so the 
basketball team can act as 
mentors to younger chil-
dren in the community. 
"The kids benefit from 
the programs. They get 
attached . to the players," 
Jackson said. 
Jackson said he would 
also like to set up a day 
camp for students with 
exceptional grades. 
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HISTORY. .. 
On January 25,· 1989, Michael Jordan 
scored his 1 O,OOOth point in his fifth 
NBA season for the Chicago Bulls in a 
game against the Philadelphia 76ers. 
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